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If you are on Facebook, please make sure you are following our pages for regular updates:  

Broughton https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsBroughton/?epa=SEARCH_BOX        

Cransley & Mawsley https://www.facebook.com/cransleymawsleychurch/?epa=SEARCH BOX     

Our newly launched website can be found at https://www.churchesbmc.org/  

Welcome to this “Special” edition of the Broughton Bell. Special as in a different format than 

usual. Working together, St Andrew’s church, Broughton Baptist church and Broughton    

Parish council through this magazine wish to open a link of communication to all villagers 

during this Covid-19 crisis. A communication link whether it be spiritual, informative,        

supportive or helpful during this difficult time of restrictive directives that are in place to 

keep us safe.                      

The current threat is set to impact all of us in one form or another, and stronger local       

connections within communities are vital to see this crisis out. We hope that the messages 

and information within are of help.  The situation is changing daily and will continue to over 

the coming weeks and months but it is hoped that further editions will be possible. As editor 

of BB for five years now, I had planned to stand down next month but have decided, under 

the circumstances, to carry on and help facilitate any information or updates. Like many of 

us “I am not going anywhere” so might as well make myself useful.  

So if you know of any local volunteer initiatives in place or plans for support that are in the  

pipeline to help vulnerable people in the community let me know so that information can be 

shared. 

Maggie Higgs            01536 791906  or maggiehiggs07@gmail.com 

Broughton Church will remain open daily  from 9.00am to 6.00pm (or dusk)                                             

  for personal prayer and reflection, or to simply sit in peace & quiet 

https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsBroughton/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.churchesbmc.org/
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Prayer and Worship  

Although we aren't able to hold services or events in the church at this time, we are still  

maintaining our pattern of prayer and worship. 

Nicki will be praying Morning Prayer at home at 9.15am every day, Monday to Saturday.   

Prayers will also be said at 11am on Wednesdays when we would usually have had Midweek 

Communion. You may like to set aside some time to pray at these times. Over the coming 

weeks, we plan to produce various resources to help people worship at home on Sunday 

mornings. These will be posted on our website and Facebook pages. We can also email them 

out or deliver paper copies. If you would like to receive them in this format, please let Nicki 

know. 

In the meantime, the BBC will be broadcasting a service on local radio stations at 8am each 

Sunday morning. BBC One also broadcasts Songs of Praise every Sunday at 1.15pm.  Also in          

addition to these, there is a daily service on Radio 4 every morning at 9.45am. If you have 

online access, you will be able to find a number of churches live streaming their services as 

well. 

For as long as we are able, the church building will be kept open during the day for anyone 

wishing to enter for private prayer, reflection or peace. Please wash your hands as soon as 

you enter the church and observe the 2 metre distance rule (if anyone else is present). 

If you wish the Ministry Team to specifically pray for you and/or your family then please fill in 

a prayer slip which you will find on the altar. If you can't make it along to the church but 

would still like prayer, please contact Nicki. 

We might not be able to worship together physically at this time, but we can still continue to 

worship in new ways, remembering that God is with us all and unites us wherever we are. 

Bible Readings for April and May 

5th April Matthew 21:1-11 Matthew 27: 11-34 

12th April Acts 10:34-43 Matthew 28:1-10 

19th April Acts 2:14a,22-32 John 20:19-end 

26th April Acts 2:14a,36-41 Luke 24:13-25 

3rd May Acts 2: 42-end John 10:1-10 

10th May Acts 2:55-end John 14:1-14 

17th May Acts 17:22-31 John 14:15-21 

24th May Acts 1:6-14 John 17: 1-11 

31st May Acts 2:1-21 John 7:37-39 
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WISE WORDS……….. 

Gathering for services and events has ceased at both the church and chapel at this time, but 
this doesn't mean that we have stopped praying or serving the community. We are all     
learning a new way of life at this time and the churches of the community (actually, the 
world) are learning how to be church in a very different way too. 
                                                                                                                                                                 
This year we are not going to be able to gather for Easter - one of the main days of              
celebration in the life of the Church. This really saddens me and, I know, many others too. 
But it reminds me of one of the things that Easter is all about. When Jesus died, his friends 
and followers felt like it was the end of the world. But it wasn't the end. They didn't know it 
at the time, but there was new life to come. Jesus' resurrection reminds us to keep hope 
alive. A bit like a caterpillar needs to go into its cocoon before emerging in its new, beautiful 
form. 
                                                                                                                                                                    
What if some beauty and goodness and hope could come out of our present difficulties? For 
some of us, the next few months will be an inconvenience. For others, it may mean real 
hardship, suffering and grief. The message at the heart of the Christian faith is that no matter 
how dark life gets, there is always hope. No matter how alone we feel, God is there with us. 
Romans 8:28 says that "in all things God works for the good of those who love him." That 
doesn't mean that everything that happens is good. We know the current situation is not 
good at all. But it does mean that good things can come out of difficult times. Times like this 
bring into focus what is most important in life. This could be an opportunity for us - as        
individuals, a community and as society - to become kinder, more generous. We could learn, 
as Jesus said, to love our neighbours as much as we love ourselves. I have been so heartened 
over the past few weeks by stories of the thoughtfulness of others. There is so much good 
out there and so many opportunities to multiply that good even further. 
                                                                                                                                                                         
So let's all follow the advice we're given by the experts, do what we can to support and care 
for those around us, and pray for our leaders, medical services, those who are unwell and 
those who are grieving. Maybe we will be able to look back on 2020 and see it as a year that 
was tough, but one in which we also witnessed the world becoming a better place. 
 
Every blessing, 
Nicki 
                                                                                                                                                                             
 
As things develop, we will keep you updated with news from the church and the community. 
Please look out for updates on the church notice boards, our website (churchesbmc.org) and 
our Facebook page. Alternatively, you can contact Nicki on revnicki@familyhobbs.org.uk, 
01536 799522 or Peter Horrix on 01536 790877. Unless we are advised otherwise, the 
church will remain open for individual prayer and reflection during the day. 
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Message from Broughton Baptist Minister 

We live in unprecedented times. Some have likened it to the war, and other such things. The 

big difference is that unlike the war, where we all met to encourage each other, we are no 

longer able to meet. This means that we have to find new ways of staying in touch. With 

modern communications as they are, for most of us we have several ways of communicating 

from our homes. Some of us are used to staying in touch with our families through such 

things as Skype and FaceTime.  For others these terms mean nothing as they do not have the 

technology, or do not know how to use it. As a generalisation, this tends to be older people; 

those who are classed by the government as vulnerable.  

We are created sociable beings, and contact with others is important. As we go through this 

time when many are self-isolating or are in enforced isolation, it is important for us to stay in 

communication with them. I suspect that we all know elderly neighbours or friends who now 

find themselves isolated. We can all pick up the phone and call them to make sure that they 

are ok, and if there is anything they need. We could even be very old fashioned and write a 

letter, so that people know they are not forgotten. 

One of the Bible verses that has been quoted during this time is Psalm 46:1, which says “God 

is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” It is good to remember, even if 

we are shut indoors on our own, that God is ever-present. That actually we are not alone and, 

when there is no-one else to talk with, we can talk with Him. Talking with God we call prayer. 

We are all people of habit and ritual. Whether that is the time we get up in the morning, or 

which sock we put on first, through to the day of the week we do the shopping or clean the 

house. When our habits are disrupted, as many are at the moment, it can be helpful to find 

new ones. Christian Celts developed a rhythm to life, and to the day. It is a way of life many 

have rediscovered over recent years. It involves stopping to pray at the start of the day, 

lunchtime, early evening and when going to bed. These are times when we focus again on the 

presence of God with us. It may be that you find yourself isolated at the moment, and out of 

routine. Can I suggest starting this new one of prayer during the day, reminding ourselves that 

we are not alone, but that God is present with us? It can be as simple as reciting the Lord’s 

Prayer, or talking with God about family, friends, and neighbours as well as bringing our  

country and world to God.  

As we go through this time, I have included my phone number so that there is someone to 

contact if required. 

Alistair Jones 
Minister 
Broughton Baptist Church 
07907 884199 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Praying with children 

God of love and hope, you made the world and care for all creation,  
but the world feels strange right now. 

The news is full of stories about Coronavirus. 
Some people are worried that they might get ill. 
Others are anxious for their family and friends.  

Be with them and help them to find peace. 

We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists, and all who are working to discover 

the right medicines to help those who are ill.  

Thank you that even in these anxious times, you are with us.  

Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe. 

Amen. 

 
Lord God, you are always with me. 

You are with me in the day and in the night.  
You are with me when I’m happy and when I’m sad.  
You are with me when I’m healthy and when I am ill.  

You are with me when I am peaceful and when I am worried. 
Today I am feeling (name how you are feeling) 

because (reasons you are feeling this way). 
Help me to remember that you love me and are with me in everything today.  

Amen. 

LET US PRAY…..  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Serenity Prayer 

God grant me the serenity 

to accept the things I cannot change; 

courage to change the things I can; 

and wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Prayer about the outbreak 

God of love, 

Circle us with your grace and hope. 

Protect we pray all those who suffer 

In body, mind or spirit. 

Protect and strengthen all those working in our health services,  

all those in our local and national governments with planning responsibilities,  

all local businesses and those with financial worries  

all those who are facing an increase in racism or other abuse  

and all those who are already isolated or alone. 

Fill our parish, our diocese, our country and our world  

With your spirit of love and compassion. 

May the light of life burn brightly in our communities,  

And may we know the peace that passes all understanding.  

Amen 

      April - May 2020  Streets for Prayer 

Week beginning:                                                                                                               

5
th

   April:   Kerley Close, Kettering Rd, Lenton Close, Lime Close, The Ludlows  

12
th

 April: Manor Farm Cl, Meacham Cl, Northampton Rd, Oak Close, Paddock View  

19
th

 April: Podmore Way, Rathmine Cl, Rectory Gdns, Riggall Close, Rose Close. 

26
th

 April: Rutherford Cl, Silver St, St Andrew’s Cl, St Andrew’s Ct, St Andrew’s Way. 

3
rd

   May:   Thoday Close, Thurburn Cl, Travellers’ Site, Wellingborough Rd, West St. 

10
th

 May:  Ashbrook Cl, Bakehouse Mews, Baker Ave, Benson Close, Brookhaven. 

17
th

 May: Burtone Close, Carter Ave, Chapel View, Church St, Church View 

24
th

 May: Cox’s Lane, Crane Close, Cransley Hill, Cransley Street, Darlow Close 

31
st

 May: Dawkins Court, Donaldson Ave, Gables Lane, Gate Lane, Glebe Ave. 
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"In other news....... from Broughton Parish Council" 
 
In these difficult times it's more important than ever to stand together as a community and 
help each other. Parish Council are always here to give whatever help and assistance we 
can. Our website www.broughtonpc.co.uk  will be updated with any new information   
available  and we can be contacted by email broughtonparishclerk@gmail.com or by phone 
07379 132788 
 
On a lighter note we have an exciting new project in development for 2020. We have been 
working over the last couple of years to improve the Pocket Park and this year we are   
turning our attention to renovating the pond. This is a big undertaking but one that will be 
a big improvement. Water levels are very high at the moment, we've even attracted a pair 
of ducks so work will probably have to wait until the end of the summer so we don't disturb 
nesting birds possibly including ducks, and the water level has dropped but planning is well 
underway. 
 
Parish Council own the red phone box in High St and now that the worst of the   winter 
weather is hopefully past we intend to convert it to a free library. Once we've given it a lick 
of fresh paint and put up some shelves the call will go out for book  donations then it will 
be available to anyone to use which might help those having to spend more time at home. 
 
For anyone who can get out for some fresh air the spring bulbs round the village are looking 
very nice. Parish Council have planted bulbs around the village over the last few years, the 
common land in Church Street is now looking pretty although the  crocus flowers were 
damaged by the heavy rain and strong winds. More daffodils will be planted later this year, 
KBC delivered 2000 bulbs to us 10 days before Christmas so in an effort to keep them alive 
they were rather unceremoniously planted in trenches in an allotment. They'll be lifted and 
planted properly in due course.  
 
Stay safe and don't hesitate to ask for help for yourself or for a friend or loved one.  
 
Best regards 
Pat Scouse on behalf of Broughton Parish Council 
 

Struggling to keep the children occupied at home?  

To keep us safe during the coronavirus pandemic, many of us may be facing hours, days 

and weeks at home.  There are lots of great ideas online to keep kids active and busy.     

Everything from educational through to fun things to do both indoors and the garden. 

Use the websites to choose activities with the children and then get them set up an         

activity planner for the day and the week.   

Good luck 

http://www.broughtonpc.co.uk/
mailto:broughtonparishclerk@gmail.com
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TRADING STANDARDS SCAM ALERT 

 

"During this period of uncertainty regarding Covid-19, it appears that there are some people 

who are taking advantage of the situation. 

 

We have heard reports that people are offering to buy essentials on behalf of the elderly and 

vulnerable who are self isolating and instead are taking the money and not bringing any 

goods to them.  This is theft. 

 

We don't want to discourage anyone from helping their neighbours or family members in 

this time of need, and we don't want to breed distrust in those genuine members of the 

community trying to assist others.  We simply ask that you remain vigilant and take note of 

this basic advice, should someone call on your door: 

- try to only liaise with someone you are familiar with, 

- only buy the essentials in this manner, therefore the amount of money required is minimal, 

- do not hand over a bank card - use cash only, 

- if the person says they are from a community group/organisation, ask for some ID or to 

verify their identity by calling the organisation directly.” 

It has been suggested that people put a notice in windows, a coloured card or even a pillow 

case in the letter boxes if they are at risk. Please DO NOT do this as it will make you more 

vulnerable to scammers. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE BROUGHTON CHARITIES OF BENTHAM AND OTHERS 

“The Broughton Charities of Bentham and Others exists to help in cases of hardship in the 

village.   During the current crisis the Charity would be happy to support, where possible,  

individual initiatives such as food banks / provision of meals to vulnerable residents.  If        

anyone is undertaking something along these lines please do make  contact with one of the 

Trustees via Rev. Nicki Hobbs in the first instance.” 

 

WAYS TO HELP: 

As well as checking on neighbours and friends (from a safe distance) and offering to help 

with things like shopping and collecting prescriptions, you can sign up to volunteer through 

the Red Cross and Kettering Borough Council: 

Red Cross https://reserves.redcross.org.uk/ 
KBC https://www.kettering.gov.uk/coronavirus 

https://reserves.redcross.org.uk/
https://www.kettering.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Bringing some joy to the community 

If you go for a walk around the village (maintaining the 

appropriate distance from everyone), you may notice 

that some of the houses have pictures of rainbows    

(and other things) in their windows. This is a great         

initiative to encourage the children (and maybe some 

older people too!) to get creative and bring some joy and colour to our community at this 

challenging time. Why not count how many you can see? 

Looking after your mental health during social distancing 

This is a strange time for all of us and it is important that we do what we can to look after 

not only our physical health, but our mental health as well. Here are some tips: 

 Limit the amount of exposure you have to the news each day. 

 Limit the amount of time you spend on social media. 

 Try to have a regular bedtime. 

 If you're struggling, ask someone for help if you can. 

 Take some deep breaths of fresh air. 

 If you're in isolation with others, make sure you get some space to yourself each day - 

even if it's 10 minutes in the bathroom!  

 Unless you are ill, get dressed each day. You might like to designate one day a week as 

PJ day though! 

 Try to safely enjoy nature. If you can't get out for a walk, why not spend a few minutes 

in the garden? Or you could open a window so that you can hear the birds. 

 Find other ways of staying in contact with people - we need to be physically distant, but 

we can still be sociable. Phone calls, letters, texts, social media. All these can help us 

and others feel less isolated. 

 Make sure you do something you enjoy every day. If it is still safe to do your favourite 

hobby, make sure that you do. 

 Put on some music to listen to. 

 Make a list of things that you know cheer you up - then you have it ready to look at 

when you need it. 
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Helpful Contact Numbers: 

 
NHS 111 phone 111 or https://111.nhs.uk/service/covid-19 

NHS Covid-19 information www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/                                                                                 

Mawsley Medical Practice 01536 791300 

Rothwell Medical Centre 01536 211277 

Drylands Surgery 01536 481381 

Mawsley Dental Clinic 01536 799210 

Mawsley Pharmacy 01536 791990 

Kettering Borough Council 01536 410333 (Out of house 01536 416005) 

National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000247 (in an emergency call 999) 

Mankind (Support for male victims of domestic abuse) 01823 334244 (in an 

emergency call 999) 

Childline 0800 1111 childline.org.uk 

Silver Line (Confidential support and advice for those over 55) 0800 4708090 

thesilverline.org.uk 

Citizens Advice Bureau 03444 111 444 https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/          

Broughton Parish Church 01536 799522 (Nicki Hobbs) 

Broughton Baptist Chapel 07907 884199 (Alistair Jones) 

Broughton Parish Council 07379 132788 

https://111.nhs.uk/service/covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
tel:03444111444
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

